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JOHN xv. 22, 23, 24- 


22. If [ bad not come,and ſpoken unto them,they had 
not had Sin ; but now have they no Cloke for their Sin. 
83. He that hateth me, hateth my Father alſo. 


' 24. If T had not done among them the Works which 


none other Man did, they had not had Sin ; but now 
bawe they both ſeen , and hated both me, and my 
Father. 


H E Churches Obſervation of Eafter, at this time 
calls for a Diſcourſe upon our Lord's ReſurreQi- 
on : Reſpett to the particular Occaſion of the 
meeting of this Honourable Afembly , would 

dire& me to the ſubxeQ of Charity. 

T am forry to add, that the bold and daring attempts, 
that are at this Day made upon our Religion in general, 
neceſſarily require ſomething to be ſaid upon ſo Publick an 
Occaſion, in Vindication of it. | 

T hope I may in ſome meaſure Anſwerall theſe Obliga- 
tions, by ne_ to prove the truth of our Religion; 
as from other Miracles wrought for the Confirmation of it, 
ſo chiefly from our Saviour's Reſurrection ; by which he 
was declared to be the Yon of God with Power, and by endea- 
vouring in my Application to perſwade you to Evidence 
to your ſelves and the World the fincerity of your Faith in 
this Religion, by a PraQtice conformable to the Holy Laws 
of it, and particularly to that, which inthe Extent where- 
in it 15 injoird us by our Religion is peculiar to it; that of 
Charity: There 1s fo cloſe a Conneftion, betwixt the 
Chriſtian Religion and Charity, thathe, that aſſerts the 
Chriſtian Religion, is one of the beft Advocates for Cha- 
rity ; and he that truly praQtiſes Charity, one of the beſt 
Pleaders for the Chriſtian Religion. B In 
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In the Verſes of my Text, and thoſe immediately pre- 
ceding , our Lord is arming his Apoſtles againſt two great 
diſcouragements they were -like to meer'with in the dif- 
charge of their Office,. 272. A violent Perſecution of their 
Perſons, and a mighty Oppoſition to their DoCtrine. 

Of both theſe he tells them,he had had his ſhare,and con- 
fAidering the Relation they ſtood in to him, that they were 
his Servants, and he their Lord, they could not think it 
ſtrange if they ſhould not be better treated than he had 


been : Theſe things therefore they ought to expe& and 


prepare for, and for their \npport under them he adds, 4 
theſe things will they do unto you for my Names ſake, all the 
Perſecutions, Reproaches and Defpiteful uſage, . that 
ſhall befall you, will be upon my ſcore,.. who furely have de- 
ſerved from you,.and am able abundantly-to make up to 
you,. whatever you can ſuffer upon my. account : And for 
the Oppoſition which Wicked Men will make to the Do- 
Arines you are to Preach,. let not that affright you,..for T 
having ſ{oplainly propoſed it to the World, as a DoQrine 
that came from God,. and ſo evidently demonſtrated it to 
be ſo, that they cannot Plead ignorance or want of Con- 
viction; their Infidelity who ſhall oppoſe it, . will be with- 
- outexcuſe, .and their rejeQing of it,. interpreted by God, 
to be a Malicious reſifting and Contemning of me, . and 
him too. If T bad not come, &Cc. 


What our Lord ſuppoſed would be the condition of his . 


Religion, and the Preachers of it then, is tbo plainly the 
caſe of both at this time. . | 

"Tis pretty hard that after near x700: Years Preſcripti- 
on, the Title of the Chriſtian Religion to Truth ſhould 


be call'd into Queſtion : But ſo it 1s, Arguments are urged” 


for Natural Religion,in Oppoſition to any ReveaPd one,the 
riſe and progreſs of the Chriſtian in particular, is aſcribed 
to Policy and Deſign in ſome,and toCredulity, and a diſpo- 
ſition to hearken to any Impoſtor in others : the Holy Au- 
tbar of it is treated with thoſe Infolencies and Blaſphemies, 


which. 
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which it could not but be as uneaſie to you to hear, as to 
me to repeat them : To give only one inſtance, his riding 
into Jeruſalem, is impiouſly repreſented under the light 
Exprefſion of making his Cavalcade upon his Aſinego. _ Ora of 
Real. P. 165. 

And theſe horrible Blaſphemies, have been not only once 
impudently Printed and Publiſh'd to the Worlkd,under the 
Pompous Titles of Oracles o Reefelt in the Life time of the 
Author ; but ſince the death of that unhappy Man,Reprint- 


ed with other of his Wretched Works,and an Epiſtle before 
them, placing rt Authurin Heaven, and giving hisWorks 


the Characters of ſacred Monuments ; Truths of too great im- 
portance to be lightly run-over, of too great Beauty not to hyld 
our Eyes ſometime on them. And theſe by the way are ſome 
of the Excellent fruits of that Liberty of the Preſs, for which 
that Author was ſo Zealous an Advocate. Fuſt Vindication 
of Learning, and the Liberty of the Preſs. 

After this Treatment of our Lord,no uſage of us his Mi- 
niſters can be ſurpriſing, F they have called the Maſter of the 
Houſe Belzebub,what muſt they of the Houſhold expe&t ? We 
cannot wonder at their charging us with Hypocrifie and 
Deceit , Self-Intereſt, and Worldly Deſigns , and what 
nor, ; 

Nay fo far as all theſe reproaches affe&t us only, we can, 
T hope, not only patiently endure, but even rejoice that we 
are counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for the Name of Chriſt, to 
bear his reproach, and to fill up what is behind of his Sufferings : 
And in Obedience to his Command,and Conformity to his 
example, forgive and pray for thoſe that thus Deſpitefully 
uſe us, _ them, T wiſh we could add,T hey know 
not what they ao. 

But, ſo fr as theſe contumelies affe&t our Maſter and 
his Religion, and they are wounded through us, asmoſt 
certainly an affront offer'd toan Ambaſſador as ſuch, does 
not reſt in him, but reaches the Prince that gave him his 


CharaQter, and as certainly they that are endeavouring 
| B 2 to 


4 A Sermon Preachd before the 
to bring a contempt upon the Prieſt's Office, and render it 
uſeleſs, are atming at our Religion; for if they can deſtroy 
the Prieſthood(as ſome ſpeak their intentions pretty plainly) 
the Diſcipline and Ordinances of Chriſt cannot be.admini- 
fired, and if our Publick Ordinances were once laid afide, 
*:would not be poſſible long to keep up a Face: of Religi- 
on; upon theſe views we may be allow'd to be Jealous of 
the Honour of our Maſter and his Inſtitutions, and ſhall 
not ſurely be thought to carry our Reſentments . too far, 
by making that return to their Inſolencies andBlaſphemies, 
which the Archangel! made to one of old, famauc for his Ora- 
cles, the Lord Rebuke them, and by oppoſing to their impo-. 
tent attempts to render our Religion ſuſpected, thoſe ir-. 
rafragable Arguments -for the "Truth of it, which muſt. 
prevail wherever Reaſon is permitted to be judge. . 
So far am I from affronting Reaſon, that. 

__ nk i wn Sovereign Guide, as *tis calPd, or from infring- 

ing its liberty of direfting, even in the. choice 
of a Religion, that I do very freely acknowledge, that a 
Religion, which cannot be Reaſonably accounted for, is 
not. fit for a, Rational Creature to own, nor worth his 
keeping. | 

I ſpeak of a Religion in groſs ; a Man ought to know 
upon what grounds he takes it up before he profeſles one, 
and to be able to give-better Reaſons for it, than becauſe 
it is: the Religion of the Country wherein he lives, .or that 
wherein he was educated. 

He that embraces a Religion without any, or any good 
Reaſon, is likely enough to part with it upon as eafie 
Terms. | 
. He that owns one meerly becaule it- is profeſt in the 
Country wherein he lives, muſt change one as often as he 
does the other, | 

He that Pleads Education, .urges an Afgumentcommon 
toall Religions, and ſince all cannot be true, an Argument, . 
that. may be equally uſed for all muſt needs be Bad. . 


A* 
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A Man ſhould therefore well examine the force of thoſe - 
Motives that are offer'd to-him, to perſwade him to be of - 
this or that Religion, and not give himſelf !:5 to any, but 
that which is proved tobe the true one,by ſuchArguments, 
as agree to that and to no other, and ſuch as will be of 
weight with him in all times and places, and ſufficient to 
prevail with a prudent and confidering Man, to adventure: 
ſo great a ſtake thereupon, as the Everlaſting condition of 
his Immortal Soul, and ſuch Arguments for the Chriſtian: 
Religion has our Saviour furniſhed us with, in the Words 
of my Tex. | 
" Ff, ſays he, Thad not come and ſpoke unto them, (i. e.) If 
I had not-come according to the Ancient Predictions, and 
appear'd publickly in the World as a Prophet ſent by God, 
and Preach'd a Doctrine as from him, fo Pure and Holy, - 
that it plamly carry'd his Image and Superſcription- upon - 
it, They had not had Sin, (i. e.) they might have had the Plea 
of Tgnorance, but, ow they have no Cloke-for their Sin, 1. e, 
no pretence , no colour of an excuſe to cover their incre- - 
dulity. And, | 
If Thad not done among them the Works which none other © 
Maz ata, i. e. if T had not juſtifyed my Miſhon, Authori- 
ty and Doftrine to be from God, by Working ſuch Mira- 
cles for the proof of them, which no Man could do with- 
out a Divine afſiſtance,. their reje&ting of me, and my Do- 
Qrine might have been morcParlonable,But now they have 
both ſeen and hated both me and ::y Fathers, (i. e.)- they have 
ſeen him,his Power in thoſe Works which T have wrought 
in hts Name, and their rcjefing my Dottrine for the con- 
firmation whereof he ſo plainly appear'd, is a Malicious - 
oppoſing not of me only, but of the Father himſelf. 
So that from-hence I might take occaſion to inſiſt upon * 
rwo Arguments for-the proof of, the Chriſtian Religion; - 
one taken from thoſe internal Marks of Divinity which ap--- 
pear init, the Holineſs and. Purityr of what our Saviour” 
ipake or taught, the other from thoſe External WR » 
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which we have of its Truth in the Miraculous Works, 
which were wrought for the atteſtation of it, Hs 
"But the firſt of theſe, - though it be an excellent and for- 
vow ery for our Religion, with unbyaſſed, Pious,and 
well diſpoſed Minds,yet it will hardly have its due weight 
with ſuch Adverſfaries as we have to. deal with, nay, in 
truth, it is rather, 'T fear, the true ground of their oppoſi- 
tion to it, for to apply, what one of their great Maſters has 
faid of Reaſon to Reſi i0n, if Religion be againft a Man, « 
Man wift be againft Re 1gion. 
T ſhall therefore at this time vonfnu 11y (I! ro the ſe- 
.cond Argument, which is taken from thoſe Works, which 
were-wrought for the proof of our Religion, and particu- 
larly that ſignal one, the raiſing of the Holy Author of it 
from the Dead. | 
In order to the more regular proceeding ; I muſt ſtate 
the Queſtion with the Deiſt, and lay down ſome demands 
ſo reaſonable, thathe ſhall be aſhamed to deny them. 
__ "Thediſpute is not between Natural and Reveald Reli- 
gion,for both one and the other are from God, who cannot 
differ from himſelf, but the . mmm is between us, and 
the Deiſts, as they call themſelves, whether God has left 
Men as to the wiy of Worſhiping and Serving him, to the 
light of Nature a to thoſe woira Hyoias, thoſe common 
Ne otices of Good and Evil, which are naturally implanted 
in their Hearts, or whether he has made any farther dif- 
covery oof his Will by the Miniſtry of any that he has 
_ =P the World for that end, and particularly by Jeſus 
Chrift. 
I afſert the latter part ofthe Queſtion, and to make way 
for my Argument, lay down. 
Firſt, That God can,if he Pleaſes,make known or diſco- 
ver a Religion to Men by an External Revelation. 
Natural Religion and Reveal'd Religion are not ſo pro- 
perly oppoſed, but that Natural Religion is a ReveaPd 
Religion, but it is ReveaPd by an Internal way of Propo- 


pb 
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fal, whereas that which we eſpecially mean by ReveaPd 

Religion is diſcover'd by an External way of Propoſal : 
Now they that contend that God has diſcovered a Religion 
by an Internal way of Propoſal, cannot deny but that he 
may, if he will, diſcover one. by an External way, by 
—_— up and impowering fit inſtruments for that Purpoſe; 
one of theſe does no more imply a ContradiCtion than the 
other, nor is more repugnant to any of the Divine per- 
nm and God can do whatever implies not a Contra- 

iction, 

Secondly, That. if .it appear that ſuch Teſtimony has 
been given to an External evelation, .as none but God 
could give, ſuch Works wrought and appea[Pd to for the 
proof of the Truth — thereof,which could not be 
effeted without a Divine Aſhſtance;; This is an undenia- 
ble evidence that God has made ſuch a Revelation: For 
if God has put forth his Power to atteſt that a Revelation : 
came from him, either what is ſo atteſted is true, or God, .. 
_— efſential Truth, has given his 'Teſtimony and Seal - 
ro a lie. | G 

Thirdly, That thoſe who have the clearefb and beſt evi- 
dence, that ſuch Divine Teſtimony has been-given to the 
Truth, and Divinity of an External Revelation, that a 
thing of that Nature 1s capable of, and ſuch as uppoling it 
true,they could not have had bercer,have all the reaſon that 
can be to ſubmit toit, and if they do not, have no*Cloke 
for their Sin, no Plea for their Infidelity, for they reſiſt: 
the utmoſt Conviction that can be had... 

: .- heſe things being premiſed, I will go on in- this Me-- 
thod. 

1, I will ſhew that thoſe Works which we fay were - 
wrought for the proof of the Chriſtian Religion, . eſpecially - 
the reſurreQion. of Chriſt :from-the- Dead,. were fuch-as - 

* could not have been effeted by any Power-lefs thaw Di-- 
Vine... ' 
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''2, I will prove that we have the beft evidence, that fuch 
' Works were wrought for that purpoſe, that the matter is 
:capable of, and ſuch as we could not have had better, ſup- 
poſing it true. 9 by 
' 3.-T will enquire what Cloke the Unbeliever has for.his 
-Sin, what Plea he can offer, what excuſe he can pretend 
for his infidelity. And, | 
4. I ſhall conclude with ſome praQtical Application with 
regard to the particular occaſion of our meeting 
1. The Works, which we ſay were wrought for the 
proof of the Chriſtian Religion, were ſnch ac no Perſon, 
unaſſiſted with a Divine Power, could have done : They 
-were,commanding the Winds and Seas, ſtilling Tempeſts, 
caſting out Devils, y_—_ Lepers, healing the moſt in- 
veterate Diſeaſes, reſtoring the Deaf to their Hearing, and 
givingSight and uſe of Limbs,to thoſe who were bornBlind 
andLame,&c.and all theſe were done in ſo many Moments, 
without the Application of any, or any competent means 
for the effeQting -of them, by a bare Touch, or but 
Speaking a Word, and yet the effefts were real and laſt- 
ing, the Blind , Deaf, and Lame, immediately Seeing, 
Hearing, Walking, and continuing ſo todo. 
Now by what Power, leſs than Divine, could thefe 
things have been done ? 0 
As for Nature, iftheſe things are within the compaſs of 
her Working, not beyond the Laws preſcribed her, but 
ſuch as might be done by ſome ſecret and unknown Power 
inher, ?Tis very ſtrange that ſhe never exerted that Power 
before nor fince: But I ſhall only ask how the Author, 
and firſt Planters of the Chriſtian Religion, came to be 


upon the ſecret, at that time privy to that deſign of hers, 


of putting herſelf forth in ſuch an extraordinary manner 
then, that they couldexaQly know the minute when, the 
obje& about which, and the inſtance wherein ſhe would 
exerciſe that Power, which till that time had lainDormant 
in her,and thag ſo certainly,that they could confidently ap- 

peal, 


\ 
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peal thereto for the Truth of what they taught , and 
let the Credit of their DoQrine depend thereupon ? Men 
that have Curiouſly enquired into Nature, may from Ob- 
ſervations which they have made upon their own or o+= 
thers Experience, that ſuch and ſuch things have hap- 
pened upon ſuch and ſuch ConjunEtures, when they ſee the 
like Conjun&tures, foretell, that probably the ſame effets 
will follow : But if Men ſhall certainly foreknow that 
ſtrange things beyond the Ordinary courſe of Nature 
will happen at ſuch a time, which never happened before, 
and of -which therefore they canld have no Experience to 
ground an Obſervation upon; if the Work it ſelf were not 
above Nature, yet the foreknowledge of it muſt be Super- 
natural and from God alone. And the Revealing of things 
of this kind to a Perſon, whereby he is enabled to appeal to 
them for the truth of what he "Teaches, will as effeQtually 
bring in God for a Voucher of his Doctrine,as if theWorks 
themſelves had been done by his immediate Aſſiſtance. 

But whatever may be pretended of others, ſome at leaſt 
of thoſe Works, which we ſay were wrought by the Au- 
thor for the Proof of our Religion, are ſuch as are con- 
feſſedly beyond thePower of Nature,or any Created Being. 

And thoſe are, his raiſing of ſeveral, and Himſelf at the 
haſt, from the Dead : Thoſe that deny all Miracles, own 
that theſe would be Miracles , if they ever were or ſhould 
be done. | 

Theſe things then being granted to be beyond the reach 
of any Power leſs than Infinite, the Evidence of Fact that 
they have been done, and that for the atteſtation of the 
truth of the Chriſtian Religion, ſhall be made out in my 
neXt. - 

2. Propoſition, and that by the beſt proof a thing of this 
Narure is capable of : I ſay, the beſt proof it 13 capable of, 
for all things are not capable of Mathematical, or Meta- 
phy fical.Evidence : Matters of Fact which happened be- 
tore our time or in diſtant places from us, are capable of 
na 
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no other than that which we call Moral proof; but if they 
are proved by the beſt Evidence of that ſort, they are as 
well proved in their kind, as Propofitions in either of thoſe 
Sciences which are Demonſtrated. | 

Now as to the Moral Evidence, that the above menti- 
on*d Facts were done for the proof of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, we have them recorded in a Venerable Hiſtory, 
againſt which none of thoſe ObjeQtions can be Juſtly made, 
which canrender the Authority of any Hiſtory ſuſpeQed. 

For if there be reaſon to ſuſpe&t the truth ;— 9. Hiſtory, 
it muſt be upon the account: of either the Bonk or the 
Author. 

If upon: the account of the Book, it is either becauſe the - 
Book 1s in the whole Spurious,not written by the pretend- 
ed Author, but the Work of ſome later Impoſtor ; or elſe - 
becauſe it is faulty in part, having been: Interpolated or 
Corrupted. 

If upon the account of the Author, it muſt be becauſe 
he had not either ſufficient Opportunity of knowing him- 
{elf the matters: he relates, or honeſty enough to relate 
truly what he did know : Either he was impoſed upon, 
believing thoſe things to fall our which did not, or elſe he 
had a deſign toimpole upon others.. 

But where none of theſe things. can be reaſonably ſuf. 
pected, where we havegood grounds to believe a Book to 
be genuine, intire and pure, and the Author both knowing 
and honeſt; wellacquainted himſelf with what he relates, 
and without any deſign to lead others into Error; infuch a 
caſe there can be no cauſe,nor pretence of a cauſe, to doubt Dy 
of the truth of a Hiſtory. 

Now that the Books wherein thefe Miracles are record- 
ed, the Books of the New Teſtament are genuine, we 

3 have certain information from the very 
_ Men , that knew and converſed with the 

| Writers of them. 'Thoſe that lived in the 
trme of the Authors, and converſed with them , had _ 
| . tainly 
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tainly opportunities of knowing whether the Books were 
genuine or not, and it mightily concern'd them to enquire 
nicely, and be well fatisfyed that they were ſo; and no 
doubt they were upon inquiry fo fatisfyed, when they.a(- 
ſerted the truth of them, with the utmoſt hazard of what 
was deareſt to them in this World, and ventured likewiſe 
thereupon their Eternal Salvation in the next : We find 
theſe Books tranſmitted as Authentick to the Cert 
nextGeneration,and receiv*d as ſuch by them, , | How =. 


nay, the very Originals appeal'd to,as remain- potogiss. 
ing at the end of the Second Age. Teriul, 


Of the truth of theſe Books they were ſo unqueſtion- 
ably fatisfyed in the next, that rather than deliver up theſe 
Books to their Perſecutors, they choſe to give up them- 
{elves to the ſevereſt Torments and Deaths. 

And from thence we have an uninterrupted Tradition 
of the truth, and genuineſs of them continued down to 
our times. 

And as they are genuine, fo that they are pure and un- 
corrupted , theearly diſperſing them into diſtant places, 
and tranſlating them into ſeveral Languages, will nat ſuf- 
fer any one to doubt ; For ſince in all the Copies and Tran- 
flations now Extant, there is ſuch a perfe& agreement in 
the main, that they hardly differ in any thing of great 
Moment, how can it be imagined, that ſo many Men 
of different Countries and Tongues, living remotely, and 
having little Commerce with each other, ſhould all con- 
fpire together to fallify their Copies, to put ſuch a cheat 
upon themſelves and their Poſteritygas to interpolate thoſe 
Books, which they believed and afferted to be Divine,and 

contain the Words of Eternal Life, and tranſmit them fo 
corrupted to Ages to come ? y 

For the Writers of theſe Books, that they could not but 
know, wherher the matters which they related were true 
or falſe, is certain from the FaQts themſelves, which being 


Matters of Sence, they were very Competent Judges of 
C 2 them, 
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them, and which they do not relate as done in Ages paſt 

and places remote, which they do not take upon truſt, 

== tell upon hearſay, but as done in their own time agd 
ght. 

If therefore they have related that whiclr is-falſe, they 
muſt have done it knowing and deſignedly. 

But that they ſhould feign what they wrote, deſigning 

to abuſe the World, cannot be ſuſpeQed by any. that conſt- 
der, that they were honeſt and harmleſs Men, ofunblame- 
able Converſations, that they were mean illiterate Perſons, 
hardly capable of inventing 1o culw:icur a Story : That 
there was no advantage they could propoſe to themſelves 
from it, bur: contrarywile they expoſed themſelves by it 
to ignominy and contempt, to Poverty and ſpoiling of 
their Goods, to Impriſonment, Tortures and Death. 
' But let it be ſappoſed, that they had Wickedneſs and 
Malice enough to deſign to abuſe the World, and an in- 
tereſt to ſerve by ſo doing, and withal Wit and Skill 
enough to contrive ſuch a plauſible Fable; yet how :could 
they ever hope to make it paſs upon the World, when they 
wrote in the very place that was the Scene of all thoſe 
ftrange Works which they reported, and addreſs'd them- 
ſelves to the very Men before whom they were done, and 
that whilſt they were freſh in their Memories, appealing 
to them for the truth of them ? | 

Certainly if theſe things were Fictions, to go about to 
1mpoſe them in ſuch a manner upon Men, muſt argue thoſe 
that attempted it to be plainly Diſtracted and out of their 


Wits, either they had too little Sence'to invent theſe: Sto- 


ries, or too much to hope to make them beheve them 
to whom they related them: For Men cannot be deceived 
in Matters concerning which -appeal- 1s made to their 
Sences : Strange Stories of things pretended to be done in 


times of Old; or Foreign Countries, may though falſe, . 
when confidently reported, paſs upon eafie People , but © 


no Credulity can be {o great as to be. perſuaded W any 
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Confidence, or Impudence rather, that Matters of Fact: 
which were not done at all, were done in ones Preſence 
and Sight. "3 ; 

If then what theſe Men relate were falſe, ſince thoſe 
to whom they directed their reports could not but know 
they were ſo. as well as themſelves, ſure no folly ever e- 

uald that of the Relators, except thaply that of thoſe 
that could believe them: And yet we find many thou- 
ſands beheving theſe Relations,  reverencing the Authors 
of them, embracing the Religion they Preached, and for 
the proof of which ur Miracles'were done and related ; 
and for the fake thereof, forſaking the Gods they had 
Worſhipped,renouncing the Religion they had been Edu- 
cated in, facrificing their Luſts and Vices, and not count- 
ing their Lives dear to them : So that either there were 
ſuch Miracles wrought as theſe Perſons related, or this at 
leaſt muſt be one, that thoſe relations ſhould obtain fo 
much Credit in the World. 

Having thus afferted the Authority of the Hiſtory, I 
beg leave to conſider a little more particularly ſome of the 
Facts recorded in it. | 

In this Book then we meet with a long train ofMiracles, 
Works beyond the Power of Nature or any Created Be- 
ing, wrought by a Perſon, that profeſſes himſelf ſent by 
God to Reveal his Mind and Will to the World, to which 
Miracles he conſtantly appeals for the Proof of his Miſſion 
and. Doctrine. Believe me for the Works-ſake, I have grea- 
ter teſtimony than that of John, the Works that T do in my Fa- 
thers name bear Witneſs of me, and if 1 by the Finger of God 
eaſt out Devils, no doubt the Kingdom of God ts come unto 
you. ; 

But in a more eſpecial manner his Reſurrection is aſ-' 
= _ asthe moſt Demonſtrative proof of his being ſent by 

Toraife the Dead is an uncontroverted Prerogative of 
the Deity, and certaigly and diſtinctly to foretet future 
th Contingencies- 


$ 
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Contingencies is ſo too: Now in the Goſpel we read 
that when the Jews came to Chriſt, twice deſiring a ſign 
of him, that he would ſhew his Credentials, make ſome 
proof of his Commiſſion and Authority , he tells them 
once, Deſtroy this Temple, ( ſpeaking of the Temple of his 
Body) and in three Days 1 will raiſe it up. And another 
time, 0 other ſign ſhall be given bat the ſign of the Prophet 
Jonas. For as Jonas was three Days and Nights in the Belly of 
the Whale, fa the San of Man ſhall be three Days and Nights in 
the Heart of the Earth. 

Now here he. lays the Credit and Authority of all 
that he aſſerted concerning himſelf, or taught them, up- 
on the falling out of a thing future, and that a thing im- 
poſſible to Nature or any Created Being; upon his 
riſing from the Dead the third Day after they ſhould 
Kill him : And as he foretold, it fell out, after —— 
| had Crucifyed him, were fatisfyed that he was Dead, 
had lay'd him in a New Tomb, and to _ any at- 
; tempts to ſteal away his Body,had SeaPd the Sepulchre,and 
ſet a ſtrong Watch to guard it; the third Day the Sepul- 
chre was found empty,the Linen Cloths that his Body was 
wrapt in lying there, bat his Body was gone. | 

Their pretence that after all the precaution they had . 
uſed, his Diſciples came by Night and ſtole him away 
while the Watchmen ſlept, is too idle, and ContradiQtory 
to need a Confutation. What'hopes could the poor ſcat- 
ter'd Diſciples have to ſucceed in ſuchan attempt,and what 
end could they propoſe to ſerve if they ſhould ſucceed ? 
What motive could prevail with them ? Love to their 
Dead Maſter, and a deſign to get reputation to his Religi- 
on could never do it : For either they had ſome ExpeCta- 
tion that he ſhould riſe from the Dead, grounded upon 
the Scripture-Type, and Predi&ions, concerning the Meſ- 
{tah, and the —_— which Jeſus had made of them 
to himſelf, or they had no ſuch ExpeQations: If they had 
no ſuch ExpeQations, if as the Evangeliſts tell us , =_ 

| | knew 
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knew not theScriptures,that he was to riſe from theDead,if they 
were ſo far from expeCting any ſuch thing, that when he 
was riſen, the Words of thoſe that reported it, ſeem?d to 
them as iale Tales, and they were not without great difficul- 
ty perſuaded to believe it, why themſhould they attempt 
to ſteal him away, and make the World believe he was: 
Riſen ? 

But if they did expeCt his riſing again, obſerving what 
the Scriptures had foreſhewn of the Reſurrection of the 
Mefſias, and what he had promiſed for himſelf, as the 
great proof of his Authority and Religion , that zz rhree 
Days he would r uife agacrs che Temple of his Body; Then, if 
after three Days he was not riſen, what ſhould move them 
to try with ſo much hazard to themſelves, to make Men 
believe he was riſen ? Whereas, if he had faiPd them in 
this, they had all the reaſon in the World to look upon 
him as an Impoſtor, and themſelves as Cheated by him, 
who had avouched himſelf to be the Meſſtas, and yet had 
not Anſwered the Characters given by theProphets of the 
Meſſias, who had made himſelf the Antitype of Foras,. 
who lay three Days and Nights in the-Whale?s Belly, and 
declared that in conformity to the Type, he would lie 
three Days and Nights in the Belly of the Earth, and riſe 
again the third, and yet was fo far from making this good, 
that after many three days, he ſtill IayCaptivated under the 
Power of Death : When they were once convinced of this, 
it had been _— the greateſt madneſs in the World for 
them to expoſe t Gi to Dangers and Miſeries, to at- 
teſt ſo monſtrous a lic, either for the ſake of ſuch a decei- 
ver, or of a Religion which ſuch an Impoſtor was the Au- 
thor of. | 

But I need not infiſt upon this, for the Sepulchre'was 
not only found empty , . but he frequently appear'd and 
ſhew'd himſelf alive to ſeveral the very Day of his Reſur- 
rection, .that 1t might appear, that the Circumſtance of 
time, . which he. foretold, was. fullfilled ; And when his - 
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Diſciples upon his firſt appearance among them,(he ſhew*d 
himſelf three ſeveral times to them when they were Af- 
ſembled together ) were affrighted, ſuppoſing they had 
ſeen a Spirit, without any real Body, he calls for Meat and 
eats before them, he appeals to their Sences, bids them 
Handle him and Feel that he had a true. Body conſiſting 
of Fleſhand Bone, and to convince them that *twas the 
ſame Body that ſuffered, he ſhews them the Prints of the 
Nails in his Hands and Feet, and afterwards made Themas, 
who it ſeems was reſolved to {ubmit to no leſs Conviction, 
to thruſt his hands into the Wound made by theSpear in his 
Side; and to ſupport the 'Leſttmony which theſe ſhould 
give of his Reſurrection, and toput it beyond all Contra- 
diction,he appear*d to more than Five hundred at once, and 
laſt of all to St. Pa#lzwho appeaPd to the greateſt part of that 
Five hundred as then living, for the proof of this, x Cor.x5. 
So that this matter as it is laid in'theſe Books, is fo atteſted, 
that no one former thing in the wholeWorld ever had that 
evidence of Fact. | 

The ſum of what TI have ſaid is this, 

The-evidence of theſe Facts 1s ſo ſtrong, that whoever 
can disbelieve them, can never believe any thing that hap- 
pen'd before his own time or out of his own ſight : The 
Facts are fuch,that whoever believes they were done, can- 
- not disbelieve that Doctrine for the proof of which they 
were done, without believing that God who can no more 
deceive than be deceived,has miſled Men into the belief of a 
falſhood, in a matter, wherein it is of the greateſt conſe- 
- quence to them not to be miſtaken, by the greateſt and 
moſt irreſiſtible External Evidence that -can'be had of the 
Truth of any thing: And conſequently thoſe to whom 
theſe Facts are thus made out, can have no good reaſon to 
deny or ſuſpend their Afents to that Religion, for the 
confirmation whereof theſe Works were wrought. What 
cloake they have for their Infidelity, what pretences they 
would cover it with, we ſhall ſee in the third and next par- 
ticular. And here | Firſt, 
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Firf, *Tis faid that the Chriſtian Religion has not been 
gouecely ReveaPd, and therefore cannot be neceſſary to 

ture Happineſs ; becauſe if it were, thoſe who could 
not know' it, are out of a Poſſibility of a future State of 
Blefledneſs, which ſeems Inconſiſtent with God's Infinite 
goodneſs, who provides for all his Creatures, the means 
of attaining that Happineſs, whereof their Natures are ca- 
pable. Orac, of Reaſ. p. 198, Ve.” 

The force of which obje&ion depends npon a falſe ſup- 
poſition ; they take it for granred rhat we reach that 
thoſe who could nat have any knowledge of the Chriſtian 
Religion are out of a capacity of being faved: Thus 
they would have it believ'd that we ſay, becauſe other- 
wiſe they have no ground for this Argument : But for 
our parts, we deny that our Church teaches any ſuch 
Dottrine. 

We do not determine Peremptorily of the Eternal State 
of the Heathens : we do not pretend to Judge thoſe that are 
without, to their own Maſter they ſtand or fall. 

We ſay indeed Infidelity is a damning Sin, but we mean 
not a Negative, but a Privative Infidelity, a want of Faith 
in a ſubjeQ capable of it. 

We ſay there is no Salvation but through the Merits of 
JefusChriſt;but ſay not whether or how farGod may extend 
the benefit of thoſe Merits, to ſuch as live according to 
the beſt light they have, and whoſe unhappineſs, and not 
fault it is, that they want the light of Revelation. 

To be ſure they ſhallnot be Judged by, or Condemned 
for not obeying,the Revealed Law, which being not made 
known could not be a Rule to them, but ſhall betryed by 
the Law written in their Hearts : So St. Paul Sante) ſays, 
Rom. 2. 14. The Gentiles having not the Law, are a Law to 
themſelves, which ſhew the Work of the Law written in their 
Hearts, their Conſcience alſo bearing witneſs and their Thoughts 
the mean while accuſing,or elſe excufing one another, in the Dy 
when God (hall Jadge = ſecrets of Men by Jeſus Chriſt, accord- 


ing to my Goſpel. 
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But if we are ſo Charitable to the Gentiles, why ſhould 
not we Judge as favourably of our Modern Deiſts ? | 

Their ww 4 are widely different. 'The former never heard 
of Chriſt or his Religion : Theſe have heard of, and yet 
oppoſe and revile both. And our Saviour has plainly deter- 
mined in favour of the former, rather than theſe, in my 
Text, If I had n:t come and ſpoken unto them, they had wot had 
Sin ; but now they have no Cloke for their Sin. 

Secondly, Tt may be objeQted againſt: the Authority of 
the Scriptures, that there have ſeveral Books gone abroad 
in the World under the, Names of the Sacred Writers, 
which are-diſcover'd to be Forgerles.. 

But ſurely 'tis no new diſcovery that there have been ſuch 
Books, or that they are Forgeries. The cheats have been 
long ſince deteed,and theBooks rejefted by theChriſtians. 
But what can be inferred from hence ? Any thing 'to the 
prejudice of the-Books which the Chriſtians own? Not in 
reaſon : For if another man ſhould write a Book in the 
name ofa celebrated Author, or under the Title which his 
Works bear, and that Book ſhould afterwards appear to- 
be Spurious, *twould be very hard that this ſhould affe&t 
the credit of that Author's genuine Works. FE 

T think the conſequence turns the other way ;: and' the 
Books fal{ly aſcribed'to the Apoſtles, the counterfeit Goſ- 
pels and Epiſtles, prove that there were ſuch Men as the 
Apoſtles, that they were Authors, that there were true 
Goſpels and Epiſtles ; for if there had never been ſuch 
Men, if they had not m—_— if there had been no- true 
Goſpels and Epiſtles; we.ſhouldinever have heard of Spu- 
rious Works under their Names, there would have been 
no fuch counterfeit Goſpels and Epiltles. 

Thirdly, Tt may be ſaid farther to the prejudice of our 
Books, that ſome of thoſe which we do now receive, were 
for ſome time Queſtion'd by Chriſtians. - | 
_- But thoſe Queſtion'd Books. centain'd nothing different 
from what was contain'din thoſe that werenever doubted of. 

And what can be: the juſt ;jnference: from thence; ou 
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that Chriſtians were- not eaſie credulous Perſons in theſ(© 
matters, but examined the Books well, and would be tho- 
roughly convinced of the truth of them before they would 
receive them ? | 

But to ſilence this Cavil, a. Perſon whoſe Authority I 
ſuppoſe will paſs with our Deifts, who was one of the vio- 
lenteſtEnemies to Chriſtianity, andMaſter of moreWit than 
his modern Followers, J«lian the ApoſtateEmperor Imean, 
ownsthoſe Books to be the Writings of the Rvangeliſts, 
and of the Apoſtles St. Peter and St. Paul, which the Chri- 
ſtians read under thwir names. Cyril, Contr. Fulian. p. 327» 

Foarthly, Tt may be objeQed againſt the Miracles of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, that the World has been much 
abuſed with accounts of falſe Miracles : Nay, that Chri- 
ſtians, they that pretend to be the only Society of Chriſti- 
ans, have received many Miracles as ſtrange for quality as 
thoſe of Chriſt's, and with equal Faith ; ſome of which the 
themſelves have ſince own'd to be falſe ; and from hence it 
may be argued to the prejudice of Chriſt's Miracles, that 
if the Credulity of ſome later Ages has been thus impoſed 
upon,by cunning and deg may not the ſame 
or like Artifices have prevaild in the firſt Chriſtian times? 

But this Obje&ion will be eaſily anſwered by obſerving 
theſe differences between the Miracles of our Saviour, and 
the pretended ones of the Church of Rome. 

The Romiſh Miracles have either no Witneſſes, or ſuch 
as are made chaice of for their known weakneſs or parti- 
ality ; none of them was ever atteſted by any Authors of 
known repute; whereas thoſe of Chriſt were wrought in 
the faceof the World, and that a Knowing and Learned 
World, that reſiſted the ConviCttion to the utmoſt, but 
were forced by the Power of it to ſubmit; And ofthis we 
have ſuch aſſurance that no matter of Fatt was ever fo at- 
teſted to ſucceeding Ages. 

ain, the Romiſh Miracles were not done as ſigns to 
thoſe that believe not, but to thoſe that already believed ; 


not before Sceptical Infidels or obſtinate Hereticks, but be- 
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fore Proſelytes already made and prepared for the ſtrong "I 


luſion;that had put out their own.Eyes,and renounced their 
own reaſon and fenſes, and reſigned themſelves _— to 
be governed by thoſe of their deſigning Leaders; and Tuch 
indeed might very eaſily be impoſed upon. 

But the caſe was very different-with our Saviour's Mira- 
cles, where Men came with their Eyes as wide open as 
prejudice and intereft could make them, to examine Facts 
which they would not have had to be true, and yet could 
not withſtand the Evidence, but were forced-to acknow- 
ledge the truth of them : and many of them that came with 
theſe prejudices were nevertheleſs by the Conviftion of 
theſe Miracles brought over from a Religion they had ſuckt 
in with theirMilk,that was ſupported by the ſuffrages of the- 
Wiſe,and the Power andCountenance of theGreat,toaNew 
Religion,laught at by the one,and Perſecuted by the other. 

This was truly the caſe of the Chriſtian Religion at-its 
firſt coming into the World: it appear'd with all the diſad- 
vantages imaginable, was propoſed by the meaneſt and 
moſt contemptible Inſtruments, was-oppoſed and ridiculed 
by the Learned of the Age, was threatned and moit. ſe- 
verely perſecuted by the Emperors and Potentates: 

And what Allurements did this Religion offer to draw 
Men through all theſe difficulties to it ? | 

Was there Honour or Reputation to be got by ownin 
it * Noalas! Our. Saviour told: his . Diſciples, ye ſhall be 
hated of all Men for my Name ſake : They were call'd a Sect, 
that is every where ſpoke againſt : They were counted as the 
Dang and off-ſconring of the World, 

Did it propoſe Riches.or Wealth ? No, Bleſſed are the 
Poor ,but wo unto you Rich; ſell what thou haſt and give alms:and 
how hardly ſhall a Rich man enter into the Kjugdom of Heaven? 

Did it offer eaſe- and. Pleaſures? No , In: the- World ye 
ſoall have Tribulation : ye ſhall be perſecuted and driven from 
this City to that, brought. and accuſed before Kzngs and Go- 
wernars : And whoever kills you will think he does God ſerviee, 


Alas]. this Religion. lay*d no.ather Baits toallure.Men:to.it, 
if: 
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if it were not true , | but Perſecution, Poverty, Amprifone- 
ment and Death. | vey | 

The conditions of Diſcipleſhip propoſed by our Lord are, 
If any Man will be my Diſciple, let him deny himſelf, take up his 
croſs, .and folow me ; He muſt hate his dear Relations , his 
dear Poſſeſſions, and his dearer Life too. 

Now certainly here was nothing in all this, that could 
Prepoſſeſs Men 1n favour of this Religion; or diſpoſe them 
to be eaſily wrought upon by the methods uſed for its Pro- 
pagation, without a juſt enquiry into the truth and validity 


of them; - that could make men deſpiſe all the. difficulties * 


that oppoſed them, and.willingly.run through all the dan. 
gers that threatned-them, intoit, without being fully fatis- 


mm that God did really bear witneſs to it by ſigns and won-. 
e 


rs and mighty works. 

In "96s tem the ChriſtianRelision firit appear'd in the 
World,the.Teachers of it uſed none of thoſe methods of Po- 
licy,Force or Flattery, which Impoſtors make uſe of, to in- 
veigle or affright men into it; rather all things conſpired to 
diſcourage and affright them from it : The only Motive 
was this, that it was the way now propoſed by God, to 
attain Eternal Life; and the great Evidences and Demon- 
ſtrations of this were the Miracles wrought and appeaPd 
to by the Author and firſt Plantersof it, which were open- 
ly done in the face of the Sun, and ſight of Men who had 
ff erty toexamine them as nicely as they pleaſed : And it 
cannot be doubted by any one that conſiders their preju- 


dice of Education in a. former Religion more agrecable to 
Fleſh and Blood, the Severities of this new one, and the 


Dangers from without which attended the embracers of it ; 
but that, as theſe things made them very curious inquirers 
into the Truth ofit; ſo that Truth was very apparent,when 
ſo many thouſands of aAges,Sexes andConditions,ran thro? 
Fire and Sword,&Deaths of all kinds,into thisNewReligion. 

How ipecdy and vaſt a Progreſs it made in the: times of 
the Apoſtles,their Ats,and Epiſtles ta the ſeveral Churches 
founded by them,. will informus :: and profane. Authors, 


Tacitus, 


ke 
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| Tacitns, Suetonias, and the _ nger P/ixy tell us, how con- 
ſiderable a Figure the Chriſtians made in the World, with- 


in leſs than half a Century of the Apoſtles times: But by 
the end of the next Age they were ſpread all over the Ro- 
man Empire, as Tertullian in his Apology direted to the 


Roman Magiſtrates tells them. And though this mighty 
all, 


Progreſs of it Only made the Enemies thereof comp 
that the City of Rome was environ'd on all ſides with the 
Enemics of the Gods, that the Chriſtians were ſpread all 
over the Empire, that the Provinces were full of them, and 
that there were Perſons among them of rhe greatett Quality 
and Dignity ; yet they ought, as that, farther remarks, to 
have made this Inference from it,for undoubtedly it isa juſt 
one; that a Religion which, notwithſtanding all thoſe difad- 
vantages above mention'd,drew all the Roman World after 
it, muſt needs have ſomething in it Excellent and Divine. 

Fifthly, After all that is ſaid, the Deiſt ſtill thinks him- 
ſelf very prudent and cautious; that he is on the fafer ſide; 
and if he errs, he errs not like a Fool, but ſecundum verbum, 
after enquiry ; axd if he be ſincere in his principles,he can when 
dying appeal to God,T e deas bone,queſiyi per omnia. orar.of ReaſeP.g2. 

I ſuppoſe it will be alow*'d me, that they who have the 

reateſt Evidence that they are in the right, and run the 
Faſt riſque if they ſhould be miſtaken, a& upon the moſt 
rational and prudent grounds,and are on the ſafer ſide. Let 
us then join iſſue here. 

The Evidence we have for our Religion is this We 
fay God himſelf has given Teſtimony toit, and we are ſure 
that his Teſtimony is true. That God thas given Tefti- 
mony to it, by Miracles wrought for the confirmation of 
it, we prove by the beſt Evidence a matter ofthis Nature 
is capable of ; We produce a whole Cloud of Witnefles, 
who relate theſe Fats upon their knowledge , who could 
have no intereſt to ſerve by prevaricating, who ventur*d 
their Allupon the truth of thera, who ſeaPd theirTeſtimon 
with their Bloud. And this is convey*d down to us in fuch 
a manner, that if it be falſe, it is not poſſible for us ” be 

| ; ure 
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fure thatany thing,which we did not ſee is true; & alſoſup- 
ported with variety of Collateral Proofs, Records andWri- 
ingsof theEnemies as well asFriends of theChriſtianReligi= 
ongfo that to disbetieve them is not Scepticiſm but Madneſs. 
ow what proof does or can the Deiſt urge againſt us ? 
why he muſt proteſt againſt a matter of Fa&, he 
muſt ſuppoſe all our Scriptures, and all the Ancient Fa- 
thers writings wherein they are quoted, to be Forgeries,. 
and thoſe of Jews and Heathens who have wrote agatat 
them tobe ſo too : Orelſe that all theſe have been corrupted 
by the unanimous conſent of all Chriſtians among' whom 
they were diſperled over the World ; whoall agreed to de- 
liver in their Books,not any denying ſo to do,or owning or 
complaining of it ; and received them again ſo1nterpolated ; 
and yet ſtill ventured theirSalvation upon the truth of them: 
Or hemuſt ſuppoſe that a greatinumber of honeſt and un- 
deſigning Men would not onde for lying fake, but ra- 
ther than not impoſe it upon the World ,, would dye Mar- 
tyrs tq a lye, and that multitudes-of Perſons of all Conditi- 
ons ſwallow'd theſe lyes,either without Examination,. tho? 
they were matters of the higheſt Importance to them, or 
elſc after that upon Examinationthey had found them to be 
ſo: Andyet ſo. obftinately believed them, that. they ſtaked 
Body and Soul, quitted their Eſtates, Liberties, Lives, all 
their enjoyments 'in this World, and ventur'd upon them 
all their hopes in the next : So that I think the matter is. 
pretty clear on the Chriſtians ſide as to.point of Evidenee. 
As toDanger,ifthe Chriſtian runs any hazard,it mult be, 


| becauſe his Religion is-deficient- in. ſomething neceſſary to- 


be believed or practiſedin order to Salvation, or it impoſes - 
ſome things upon his behef or pradtice inconſiſtent with it... 

As to the former I do aſſert that there.are no-Do&trines - 
in Natural Religioa relating to Faith or Practice, to God, 
our Neighbour, .or.our ſ{elves,to-the'dutieswe owe to each, 
or the obligations we licunder to:diſcharge thoſe duties,bur | 
what- are more. clearly explain'd, the duties enjoin'd in a+ 
more extenſive meaning,. and enforced by more Powerful: 
anCtions in theChriſtian,than in theNatural Religion... As> 
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As to the other, the Articles of Faith and poſitive In- 
ftitotions peculiar to Chriſtianity, T do, affirm, that we 
are not obliged to believe any thing, that is unworthy of 
-God, repugnant to any principle of right Reaſon, or that 
can have any ill influence upon our lives : nor are we ob- 
liged to do any thing that tends to the diſhonour of God, to 
the withdrawing of our ſervice from him, or making us 
flack in the performance of our duty to him: But contrary- 
wiſe, the DoQrines and Inſtitutions of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion are all, as I could ſhew,if I had time, calculated for 
the uniting of our Souls to God,the exciting of our fear and 
reverence,the inflaming of ourLove,the ſtriter tying us'to, 
and quick*ning us in our obedience tohim. And certain- 
ly Do&rines and PraRtiſes not only fo innocent, but of fo 
good a tendency, eſpecially when we have ſuch Grounds 
to believe them propoſed and commanded by Gol, as a 
prudent and conſidering Man will judge Rational, will, 
although we could be ſuppoſed to be out in this belief, yet 
be lookt upon as at leaſt very pardonable errors by our gra- 
cious God. 

But ifthe Deiſt be miſtaken, and that Religion which 
he reje&ts, and is the obje& of his laughter and ſcorn,ſhould 
prove True at laſt, what a miſerable condition muſt he be in? 

I grant a Religion's condemning all thoſe that do not 
comply with it, 15no ſure Argument of the truth of it: but 
the Truth of it being ſuppoſed, it is a very good proof of 
the Danger they are in that rejeCt it. 

Now the Propofals of the Goſpel are ſet forth as the ut- 
moſt effeAs and ſtruggle of the Divine Compaſſian, the laſt 
renders of Mercy to Mankind : We are there told, that 
for thoſe, who neglect that great Salvation there is no eſcape, 
nothing remains more but 4 Jrnfe expettation j-f znaig na- 
tion: The tenor of it is, he that believes ſhall be ſaved, but 
be that believes not ſhall be damwd : nay it declares that the 
Judgment of thoſe who refuſe it, after it has been propoſed 
to them, ſhall be heavier than if there had never been any 
fuch offer made to them. Apr 
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And what has the Infidel to Plead,by which he can hope 
to mitigate his Crime or his Puntſhment? Why, only that 
he had not other or more Evidence for the truth of the 
GoſpelsRevelations than the matter would bear: that God 
did not uſe ſuch irreſiſtible means for his Convi&ion, as 
are not conſiſtent with the Liberty of a free Agent, and 
would have made his Faith to have been no Virtue. And 
what then can he expe, but that ſince he would not be 
convinced by the great Moral Evidence that was tender'd 
to him of the truth of the Do&rines of the Goſpel , he 
ſhould feel a ſenſible and experimental -conviction, of the 
truth and reality of the Threats of it? 

Fourthly, Tt now only remains that I ſhut up all with 
one Word of Practical application : If he that does not 
believe the Goſpel has no cloke for his Infidelity , - what 
cloke can we, thar do believe it, but not obey it, have for 
our diſobedience? What does it profit if a- Man ſay he: has 
Faith, and has not Works, will Faith "= him ?. a dead Faith 
without any Vital as flowing from it ? No, our Maſter 
has told us, *tis to no purpoſe to call him Lord, Lord, to 
give up our names to him and. profeſs our ſelves his Diſci- 
ples, unleſs we do the things which he commands us. And 
this command we have very particularly in charge from 
him,#hat he that loves God loves his Brother alſo. Vain is that 
Faith that doth not work by love , and falſe that pretended 
love to God,. that is, not attended with a love to' our: 
Brother. 

The Chriſtian inſtitution js ſingular in the injunAtion of 
Charity. No other inſtitution ever. underſtood it in ſocom- - 
prehenſfive a "—_—_— both as to the objeas and exerciſe: 
of it ; ever commanded it ſo ſtrictly, perſuaded fo Pathe-. 
tically, or- propoſed ſuch glorious rewards to it. - 

The objeQs of Chriſtian Charity are as large-as all Man-- 
Kind, not only Relations and Friends butStrangers and E-- 


nemies. | 
F.. Thee 
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The Exerciſe of it is to reach as far as our Brethrens 
wants and our own- Abilities will go, even to the /aying 
down of our lives upon ſome Occafions for them. 

The Commands that enjoin it are moſt frequent and 
emphatical in this Chapter; verſe 12. This is my Commana- 
ment, ſays our Lord, that ye love one another, and v.17, 
Theſe things I command you that ye love one another : and in 
I 3 Cap. V. 34. 4 new commandment ' Tanto you ; and that 
ſuch as ſhall be the diſtinguiſhing Badge of your Prefeflion, 
by which all Men ſhall know that you are my Diſciples 5 that you 

ave love one to another. gue fe 2 | 

The Conſiderations by which this is preſſed upon us are 


ne 
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moſt moving : viz. the Infinite love of Chrift to us, who. 


will look upon the kindneſs we ſhew to our poor Brethren 
as done to himſelf; the near Relation we ftand in to one 
another, not only as being made of one Fleſh, but as ha-« 
ving been Baptized into one Body, and fo more ſtridtl 
ally*d as being members of the ſame myſtical Body,whic 
oughtito have the ſame Sympathy and Fellow feeling with 
one.another as the members of the Body Natural have ; 
The excellency of this Grace,in that *tis preferable zo Faith 
and Hope, the very bond of perfettneſs, the falfiling of the Law, 
and that it ſhall cover a multitude of Sins, | 

Laſtly, 'The Eternal Glories of Heaven are promiſed to 
the due performance of it, St. Matt. 25, where our Saviour 
_ and Judge deſcribes the procedure of the laſt Judgment, as 
ifthe only thing he ſhould then come to enquire into were 
our Obedience or Diſobedience co this Royal Law, | 

In ſhort, Charity is ſo Efſential to Chriſtianity, that an 
irrational Man is not a greater Contradiction than an un- 
charitable Chriſtian. | 

The firſt Chriſtians were fo ſenſible of this, that they 
would ſcarce call owwht of the pow_ofo> | poſſeſPd their own : 
They thought their Poor Brethren had as good a Title to 
what they could ſpare, as they themſelves had to the reſt 
of their Eſtates ; and they fo ordered matters , that _ 
who 
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who had a great deal, and thoſe who had nothing, were 
like the 1/raelites that gathered mach or little Mannethe former 
had nothing over,. aud the latter had no.lack. ] 

Indeed there never was any Society of Chriftians that 
did not think _ ought to diſtinguiſh themſelves from 
Perſons of any other Denomination 'by bounding #x this 
Grace, Fven the worſt Society,that of Rome, is not deficient 
in the exerciſe of it towards the Bodies of thoſe of their 
own Communion, tho? *tis to be fear*d the merit of that 


Charity will be over-ballanced by their want of it towards. 


both the Bodies and Souls of thoſe that differ from them. . 


But I need not zake occaſion by the forwardneſs of Papifts, to- 


prove the ſincerity 0 = Love ; ſince we have in this City 
ſo many Noble inſtances of Publick Charities, ſince the 
Reformation,to provoke your Emulation : Some of which 


when I refle& upon, methinks TI ſee ſome faint refem- - 


blances, ſuch as'Poor imperfect Creatures can make, of the 
Lord himſelf going about doing good. | 


See him expreſſing his tenderneſs to little Children, in- 
that Pious care that 1s taken of Poor Orphans inthe Hoſpital 


that bears his Name. 


See him reſtoring uſe of Limbs to the Lame, ſight to 


the Blind, healing the mainv'd, and curing all manner of 

Diſeaſes, in that variety of Charitable Cures, that are per- 

form'd in the Hoſpitals of St. Bartholomew and St.'T homas. 
See him making a W hip of ſmall Cords, and ſcourging 


the tranſgreſſors, in thoſe Juſt CorreQions -that are ex-- 


erciſed upon the vicious in Rridewel, 
See him reſtoring the Lunaticks to their right Minds, in 


thoſe excellent methods that are uſed with Poor diftratted 


Wretches in Bethlem. | 
But I ſhall poſſeſs you with a Juſter notion of theſe 
Great Charities by reading to you. 
The true xeport, &C. - 


You ſee here at once,.. both noble examples of Charity- 


to excite your imitatios; and very worthy and preſſing oc-- 
calions for the exerciſe of it. . E-2- Will- 


« 
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- Will you Pardon me if I mention one other kind of 
Charity, the bare naming of which, will I think, be 
ſufficient to recommend 1t to the encouragement of all 
well-diſpoſed Perſons; T mean building Work-Houſes, and 
providing a ſtock to ſet the Poor to Work? * | 

I mention this with the more aſſurance becauſe IT find 
It is a wayyouare going into, and have already made ſome 
progreſs in it : And were it carryed on with unanimuty 
and reſolutian to hring it to perfeion, and managed (as I 
am confident it will be in this City) with Care and Pru- 
dence, and a ſingle Eye to the publick good, *twould 
certainly turn to a very excellent account. | 

*T would not only be a great Charity to the Poor, to their 
Souls as well as Bodies , to keep them from Begging and 
Thieving, and put them in an honeſt way of getting their 
living; but to employ thoſe that are now the burdens and 
peſts of the _— in Working up our ManufaCtures, 
would be a Publick Benefattion. 

And now my Brethren, ſince Charity is ſo Special and 
Eminent a Duty of that Religion which our Lord taught 
and confirm'd to us; fince all his true Followers have 
ever lookt upon and praQtiſed it as the diſtinguiſhing Cha- 
racter of their Profeſſion ; let us, having ſuch glorious Pat- 
terns before our Eyes to encourage us, and ſuch and fo ma- 
ny Opportunities now put into our Hands of exerciſing this 
Grace, make uſe of theſe Opportunities, and therein follow 
thoſe excellent Patterns. Without this, T am ſure, how 
firmly ſoever we may believe onr Religion our ſelves, and 
however ſtrongly we may argue for it with others, *tis not 
poſſible we ſhould offer any thing ſucceſsfully to the fatis- 
faction of our Conſciences or Convittion of other Mens : 
As to our ſelves if we do believe our Religion,we muſt be- 
lieve what it tells us;that all the greateſt Qualifications and 
Performances without this Ggnily nothing , that even our 
Faith is dead and our Hope preſumption:And as to others, 
*tis in vain to think toperſuade them to embrace a Religion 


by 
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by any. thing we can ſay, when they muſt judge by wilt 
what we do, that we our ſelves deſpiſe aud believe it not 
worth obſerving, © © 

If we would prevail with others to believe the Truth of 
our Religion, we muſt firſt convince them that we believe 
it our ſelveg; But if we can live in the open negle& of, in- 
deed defiante to its Precepts, eſpecially ſuch an Eminent 
one as this, let us talk as long as we will for it, men can 
never believe we are in carneft. 

If any one Duty be more frequently and forcibly enjoin'd 
in our Religion than another, *tis this of Charity ; which 
when it proceeds from a right principle, and is direCted to 
a right end, is the Glory as well as Duty of a Chriſtian : 
but if a man,however otherwiſe endow*d,cannot ſhew out of 
4 good Converſation his Works with meekneſs of Wiſdom, that 

:ſdom, that is full of Mercy and good Fruits, all .his Boaſting 
and -"M upon other accounts, # bat a lying againſt the 
trath. 

Welive in anAge wherein ourReligionis not only under- 
mir'd by thoſe that areWorking in theDark,but more pub- 
lickly aſſaulted by open and avowed Enemies. The Weapons 
wherewith we are to encounter them are zot Carnal. That 
which is more immediately our Poſt, who are the Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt, is to Write, Preach, and Argue for holy 
Religion : that which is Yours in common with us, 1s to 
Live for it. And did weall but live with that ſtri&neſs of 
Piety, and Purity, which it enjoins, and we profeſs; praQti- 
ſing whatever things are honeſt, chaſt, lovely, and of good re- 
port ; above all putting on Charity, putting on as the elett of God, 
bowels of mercies and kindneſs; we might yet hope to ſee it 
flouriſh in ſpite of all the Power and Malice of its Enemies. 

That which very much contributed to the ſpeedy and 
wide ſpreading of the Chriſtian Religion at firſt, notwith- 
ſtanding the mighty oppoſition that was made to it, was 

the Exemplary behaviour of the Profeſſors of it, and in 
—_ that ſhiningCharity which they were fo — 
Or. An 
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with the good things of this.. Ttmuſt have a, 
_ tendency to diſpoſe thoſe that partake ofour! it 

ceive impreſſions from our Exhortations; and it muſt give 

all that hcar of it an amiable Idea of our Religion, wh 

they find that the employment ofa-Chriftia Mat 

our great Maſter. Our good Works ſo ſhining ſorth, with 

a bright and pure Flame, muſt induce net only thoſe that 

feel the warmth of it, but thoſe alſo, that ſee the Light, to 

join with us in Glorifying our Father which is in Heaven. 
To whom, &c, -— COISD | 
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